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760D.61/1184 : Telegram

The Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Steinhardt) to the Secretary
of State

Moscow, February 28, 1940—

7 p.m.

[Received 7:13 p.m.]
220. At a luncheon which Molotov gave in my honor today I had an opportunity to discuss
with him at considerable length and with unusual intimacy a number of subjects of current
interest. As a result of our conversation I received the definite impression that the Soviet
Government is not yet prepared to consider a negotiated peace with Finland but is on the
contrary determined after taking Viborg to endeavor to press on toward Helsinki. Should this
effort fail of success within a reasonable time the Soviet Government might consider a
negotiated peace but I doubt it will do so until this test has been made. I likewise gained the
impression that the Soviet Government considers the formal entry of Sweden or Great Britain
into the Finnish-Soviet conflict to be unlikely, although not impossible. With respect to my
telegram No. 219, February 28, 6 p.m., Molotov made it quite evident that the Soviet
Government is well aware of the selfish interest of Sweden with respect to an early settlement
of the Finnish-Soviet conflict.
With respect to Japan Molotov's remarks implied that despite the current trade and boundary
negotiations the Soviet Government regards that country to be its enemy as well as that of the
United States, apropos of which he remarked that he would not be surprised were the
American Navy and the Red Army some day to collaborate in suppressing this common foe.
Molotov stated that the Soviet Government is not greatly concerned over developments in the
Black Sea area and does not anticipate hostilities there with France, Great Britain, or Turkey.
(See last paragraph my 209, February 24, 4 p.m.)
As to relations with the United States it was apparent from Molotov's remarks that the Soviet
Government is acutely aware of the present anti-Soviet sentiment in the United States and that
it is both annoyed and disturbed thereby. At the same time, however, Molotov clearly
indicated that the Soviet Government desires to relax the resulting strain on Soviet-American
relations.
In conclusion I sensed that Molotov desired to leave with me the impression that in general
the Soviet Government is neither disturbed by nor dissatisfied with its present position and
that with regard to certain internal inconveniences it is expected that the advent of spring will
result in an improvement, especially with respect to food supplies, transportation, etc.

STEINHARDT
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USA:n suurldhettilds Neuvostoliitossa (Steinhardt)
ulkoministerilleen

MOSKOVA, 28. helmik. 1940—

7 ip.

[vastaanotettu 7:13 ip.]
220. Lounaalla, jonka Molotov tarjosi kunniakseni tdnddn, minulla oli tilaisuus keskustella
hénen kanssaan varsin pitkédén ja epdtavallisen intiimisti lukuisista ajankohtaisista asioista.
Keskustelun perusteella sain sen selvidn vaikutelman, ettd neuvostohallitus ei ole vield valmis
neuvottelun perusteella tapahtuvaan rauhaan Suomen kanssa vaan on péinvastoin pdattanyt
yrittdd Viipurin valtaamisen jélkeen jatkaa kohti Helsinkid. Jos tdma yritys epdonnistuu
jarkevin ajan kuluessa, neuvostohallitus voi harkita neuvoteltavaa rauhaa, mutta epéilen, ettei
se tule tekemédén niin ennen kuin asia on testattu. Sain samalla sen vaikutelman, etta
neuvostohallitus pitdd Suomen tai Iso-Britannian virallista mukaantuloa Suomen ja
Neuvostoliiton konfliktiin epdtodenndkdisend, vaikka ei mahdottomana. Sihkésanomaani n:o
219, 28. helmikuuta, klo 6 ip. liittyen Molotov toi melko selvésti ilmi neuvostohallituksen
selkedn tietoisuuden Ruotsin itsekkiistd eduista Suomen ja Neuvostoliiton konfliktin
varhaisessa ratkaisussa.

Japania koskien Molotovin huomautukset toivat esille, ettd huolimatta nykyisistd kauppa- ja
rajasopimuksista neuvostohallitus pitdd maata omana niinkuin my6s USA:n vihollisena,
minkd vélihuomautuksena hin huomautti, ettd hén ei olisi yllattynyt, jos Amerikan laivasto ja
puna-armeija jonakin pédivina toimisivat yhteistydssd kukistamassa yhteisti vihollista.

Molotov lausui, ettd neuvostohallitus ei ole suuremmin kiinnostunut kehityksestd Mustan
meren alueella eiki se odota vihollisuuksia sielld Ranskan, Iso-Britannian tai Turkin kesken.
(Katso viestini n:o 209 viimeinen kappale, 24. helmikuuta 4 ip.)

Suhteissa USA:an Molotovin huomautuksista voi selkedsti paételld, ettd neuvostohallitus on
kirpeén tietoinen nykyisestd neuvostovastaisesta mielialasta Yhdysvalloissa ja on siitd seka
kiusaantunut ettd tuntee sen héiritseviksi. Samaan aikaan Molotov totesi kuitenkin selvésti,
ettd neuvostohallitus haluaa keventd tdstd johtuvaa jénnitystd Neuvostoliiton-Amerikan
suhteille.

Yhteenvetona aistin, ettd Molotov halusi jattdd minulle sen tunteen, etti yleisesti
neuvostohallitus ei koe hiirioksi eikd ole tyytymdton nykyiseen tilanteeseensa ja ettd erdiden
sisdisten hankaluuksien suhteen kevdin koittaessa on odotettavissa parannusta, erityisesti
elintarviketoimituksissa, kuljetuksissa jne.

STEINHARDT
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